The Superpowers and the Middle East
pro-Nasser groups and Egyptian agents who appeared intent on
overthrowing the pro-Western governments in Lebanon, Jordan
and Iraq. The dilemma became most acute during the crisis in
Lebanon and the Iraqi revolution. In both cases, it was alleged
that pro-Nasser elements were the prime instigators.
crisis in lebanon and iraq
When armed rebellion broke out in Lebanon in May 1958, in
protest against President Camille Chamoun's pro-Western poli-
cies and his support for .the Eisenhower Doctrine, he promptly
alleged that foreign agents were behind it and appealed to the
United States to save the country. Lebanon also complained to
the U.N. Security Council of £Cmassive infiltration5' into its terri-
tory and charged the UAR with intervention in its internal affairs.
A U.N. observation commission that was dispatched to Lebanon
shortly afterwards, however, denied that there had been more
than a trickle of foreign support from neighbouring Syria and,
possibly, also from Egypt. But the United States believed other-
wise on the basis of her own intelligence reports, and she was
extremely anxious to keep Lebanon in the Western camp. Hence
she moved the Sixth Fleet once again into the Eastern Mediter-
ranean and arms aid to Lebanon was speeded up. It was hoped
that the show of force coupled with the arms aid would enable
President Chamoun to pacify his country and would discourage
foreign support of Lebanese rebels.
The alleged intrigue by the UAR had threatened the security
not only of Lebanon but also of Jordan, whose King had become
acutely aware of this fact. In these circumstances, it was not sur-
prising that both Lebanon and Jordan became alarmed when on
14 July 1958, pro-Nasser faction in the Iraqi army led by Gene-
ral Abdei Karim Kassim overthrew the Iraqi government and
established a regime friendly to the UAR, The coup in Iraq re-
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